Victori 


Upon returning to the United States after two weeks 
amidst London’s pre-Olympic terrain, I have some 
final thoughts that I hope the International Olympic 
Committee and the UK’s Tory Prime Minister David 
Cameron take to heart. I also hope that the Olympics 
lead corporate sponsors, British Petroleum, Dow 
Chemical, and McDonalds take a timeout from 
devising the latest cutting edge trends in evil and 
listen as well. Your games are in trouble. Your 
games are in trouble because the people who 
actually have to live in London alongside the 
Olympiad are mad as hell. And it’s only May. 


After two weeks of listening to everyone with an 
opinion about the Olympics — in other words, 
“everyone”- it’s clear the entire affair suffers from 
Annie Hall Syndrome. At the start of Woody Allen’s 
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women at the Catskill resort who complain that the 
food is terrible while also adding, “And such small 
portions!'” 


Londoners are annoyed at the inconvenience 
brought by the Olympics, incensed by the security 
crackdown... and outraged that there are no tickets 
available. This is hardly a petty complaint. 
Corporate partners have gobbled up the seats, 
leaving the overwhelming majority of the city with 
their nose pressed up against the glass. In London, 
where the pubs dot every block and open onto the 
streets after work in a daily party open to all comers, 
this comprises a cardinal sin. As Neill, one of many 
bartenders I encountered said to me, “It’s like a big 


to-do that no one invited us to attend!” 
continued on page 3..... 
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Founded in 2004, the Victoria Street 
Newz welcomes written submissions 
including personal stories, inter- 
views, event reviews, cartoons, 
poetry, photographs, or artwork, but 
we can't guarantee everything will 
be published. We reserve the right 
to edit, and will not print anything 
libelous, racist, sexist, or homopho- 
bic. Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, must 
include phone number or email (if 
possible, for confirmation) and may 
be edited for length. You can publish 
using a pseudonym, or anonymously. 


We are devoted to a triple bottom 
line philosophy - concerned about 
our environmental and social, as well 
as financial, well-being. 


You can contribute to social change 
by supporting the Victoria Street 
Newz team, by pondering the root 
causes of poverty, and by working 
for peaceful, non-violent change. 


Opinions expressed in this newzpaper 
are not necessarily those of Victoria 
Street Newz, the editors, advertisers, 
contributors, readers, or publishers. 
Please don't reprint without author's 
permission, and please credit the 
source, 


Victoria Street Newz is printed on 100% 
post consumer recycled paper with 
vegetable ink, at Web exPress Printing in 
Vancouver. 


Your written submissions are welcome. 
Please send them via e-mail, if 
possible, by the 1st Friday for the next 
month's issue. Street Newz is named 
monthly, but published mid-month. 
You can also mail or drop off articles, 
letters, or donations to our mailbox at 
Raincoast Business Centre: 


1027 Pandora Ave 
Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P6 
streetnewz@islandnet.com 
250-383-5144 ext 0137 
relativenewz.ca 
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We’re banging pots and pans 
Mi To make you understand! 


Sonic Youth, “Youth Against Fascism” 1992 


How cool that the “Casserole” phenom- 

an | enon, the banging of pots and pans in the 
— L aP streets, is fast becoming Canada’s 
contribution to the people’s great global uprising! Following in the 
tradition of the 2011 Arab Spring, the “Uncut” and “Yes We Camp” 
European movements, and the Occupy encampments established first 
in New York City and then across North America, “Casserole Night 
in Canada” is the latest wave of peaceful non-violent resistance to the 
corporate takeover of our governments and our lives. It began in 
Quebec in May, and it doesn’t seem to be going away anytime soon. 


Interestingly, the first cacerolazos were held in the Chilean capital 
of Santiago in the early 70s, “orchestrated by women of the 

middle- and upper-class ... to protest the Marxist policies of 
then-president Salvador Allende, claiming they did not have enough 
to eat.!” Cacerolazo demonstrations re-emerged in Chile in the mid- 
80s, this time it was poor people saying “Enough is Enough” to the 
brutal regime of Augusto Pinochet who was installed as a military 
dictator after the CIA assisted coup that overthrew Allende. 


Cacerolazos surfaced in Spain in 2003 to protest the Iraq war, in 
Oaxaca Mexico in 2006 “following the police repression of 
teachers’strikes,”” and for Iceland’s 2008 Kitchenware Revolution 
where, within five days the neoliberal Independent Party collapsed 
“as many Icelanders had hoped and demanded it would since the 
country’s economy suddenly melted down.*” In 2011 cacerolazos 
materialized in Argentina where, Naomi Klein recalls, people shouted 
“iQue se vayan todos!” (“All of them must go!”) and forced out a 
procession of four presidents in less than three weeks,” in response to 
“a brutal International Monetary Fund-prescribed austerity package: 
$9 billion in spending cuts, much of it hitting health and education.” 


Everyone’s welcome to join Wednesday Casserole Nights in Canada!’ 


While we’re on the subject of casseroles and creative non-violent 
ways to promote real change, allow me to invite you to the first annual 
Vegan Festival taking place at Market Square on Canada Day. Simon 
Nattress recently wrote, in Monday Magazine, about the colonialist 
history of Victoria, offering us an opportunity to think about what 
Canada Day is from an indigenous perspective.® The Vegan Festival 
gives us another opportunity to think about oppression, this time from 
the perspective of our silent animal friends. 


Veganism offers an opportunity for all of us to liberate ourselves from 
the unnecessary daily injustice that too often accompanies mealtimes. 
At this time in history, with 7 billion inhabitants on a climate change 
planet, there are a multitude of reasons to embrace a vegan lifestyle. 
Linda Fisher’s article “On the ‘right to hunt’ by a Native American 
vegan’ offers insight into the current crisis from an indigenous 
perspective. Linda explains that “only recently has meat become an 
important staple” in the traditional diet. It was the Europeans who 
“introduced Native people to commercial trade, and fire power,” and 
encouraged the slaughter of animals for reasons other than sustenance. 
Prior to that “the Americas were a rich and fertile land, providing 
plentiful berries, vegetables, nuts, beans, squash, roots, fruits, corn, 
and rice. Most tribal people survived comfortably eating meat 
sparingly, while thriving on the cornucopia of the land.” The 
“introduced diet of heavy meat is harming native cultures and causing 
health problems such as diabetes, cancer, and heart disease” not only 
in North America, but throughout Asia as well. Linda reflects on 
words attributed to the great orator and leader Chief Seattle: 


The beasts are our brothers, and we kill only to stay alive. If all the 
beasts were gone, men would die from great loneliness of spirit, for 
whatever happens to the beasts happens to man, for we are all of 
one breath. All things are connected. 


Linda considers the correct evolutionary path for her people is away 
from the consumption of animals: “I think my ancestors would tell 
us that it is time to stop the suffering and the killing.” 


From New York City, vegan author Mickey Z’ says “There’s a 
self-induced health holocaust/mass suicide going on that dwarfs any 
other health crisis in America...and the fallout isn’t only affecting 
our bodies, it’s destroying our planet, funneling ever-more taxpayer 
dollars to multi-national corporations, and hijacking our humanity.” 
Following are some excerpts from a lengthier article he wrote”: 


Environmental Reasons 


Assessing the environmental cost of the meat and dairy-based diet is 
a monumental and depressing task. For starters, consider 
Earthsave‘s calculations on the “real” price of a hamburger. 


* It takes 12 pounds of grain to produce one pound of hamburger. 
This same 12 pound of grain could make 8 loaves of bread or 24 
plates of spaghetti. 


* Tf the beef for your burger came from the rainforest, roughly 660 
pounds of living matter is destroyed. This includes between 20 and 
30 different plant species, over 100 insect species, and dozens of 
reptiles, birds, and mammals. 


rr 





One pound of hamburger requires 2,500 gallons of water, which could 
instead have been used to grow more than 50 pounds of fruits and 
vegetables. Fifty percent of all water consumed in the U.S. is used to 
grow feed and provide drinking water for cattle and other livestock. 


* On a planet where a child starves to death every two seconds, 
fourteen times as many people could be fed by using the same land 
currently reserved for livestock grazing. 


* Over-fishing is another diet-related environmental issue. A United 
Nations report stated that seventeen of the world’s major fishing areas 
have reached or exceeded their natural limits. The World Conserva- 
tion Union found 1,081 species of fish worldwide are threatened or 
endangered while 106 Pacific salmon stocks are already extinct. 


Ethical Reasons 


The hidden ingredient in all animal-derived food, clothing, and 
entertainment is cruelty. Whether it’s chickens, horses, pigs, cattle, 
insects, deer, or any other exploited creature, the brutality inflicted 
by humans upon these creatures is seemingly without limit. 


Health Reasons - I could go on for pages (and I have elsewhere) 
about the deleterious health effects of eating meat and dairy ... 


“During 56 million years of primate evolution, the predecessors of 
man became bigger, smarter, and increasingly vegetarian, exploiting 
the fruits and leaves of their arboreal habitat,” explains William 
Harris, M.D., in this book The Scientific Basis for Vegetarianism. 
Thus, Harris sees diet as an issue of kinetic energy. (For example, a 
gorilla would expend far more energy chasing, catching, and eating 
an insect that it would recover by eating it.) 


“The plethora of degenerative diseases in the high animal food 
countries reflects the failure of humans to adapt their 57-million-year 
vegetarian bodies to animal source food in the relatively short two to 
three million years since the hominids began to eat it,” says Dr. Harris. 


Fear of a Vegan Planet 


Like so many other aspects of [north] American life, we’ve 
relinquished control of our eating habits to the corporate pirates and 
their well-paid indoctrination. It’s quite a psychological quantum leap 
to no longer perceive that cow as a soulless source of protein, but this 
is precisely the type of emotional and cultural advance that may spur 
further introspection into our other illogical habits. Veganism 
welcomes all and requires no political label or pedigree. When you go 
vegan, we each make a difference (at least) three times a day. 


Sources 

' http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/20 12/05/27/casseroles-montreal-quebec- 
pots-and-pans-protests_n_1548619.html 

> https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cacerolazo 

? http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/17503 1/rebecca_solnit_a_new_era_of 
people_power_in_the_streets 

+ http://www.naomiklein.org/articles/2009/02/all-them-must-go 

> https://www.facebook.com/events/306990322722976/ 

€ http://www.mondaymag.com/opinion/155769805.html 

7 http://www.thescavenger.net/animals/on-the-right-to-hunt-by-a-native- 
american-vegan-768 .html 

5 http://www.mickeyz.net/ 
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London's Olympic Games are Falling Down 


by Dave Zirin ... continued from cover 


The security crackdown and constant paranoia are discomfiting enough (fears are being 
disseminated about the Irish. Seriously.*) But what singes the locals is the idea that the Olympics 
are a party that will stick them with the bill: a hangover from hell without the drunken rapture that 
by all rights should precede it. 


All Olympics produce debt like a cow produces methane. But this one happens in the context of a 
double-dip recession. It happens with round-the-clock U.K. media coverage of the “Euro-panic,” 
as voters in Greece are threatening to tell Angela Merkel, David Cameron, and the European 
Union to take their austerity agenda and cram it sideways. The fears of crisis and debt surround 
even the cheeriest propaganda about the looming Games. The BBC led every broadcast while I 
was there with these two separate stories. First, “Crisis in Greece” and then with a different anchor, 
reporters, and even music, “Getting Ready for the Olympics.” Nowhere was any discussion that 
the 2004 Athens Olympics came in at over 10 times the proposed budget. Those games aggravated 
the crisis Greece is currently slogging through, with the country’s homeless now even squatting in 
dilapidated, unused Olympic structures*. There is scant discussion that these London games could 
come in at 10 times their proposed 2005 budget as well, causing another “debt crisis” that will be 
taken from the hides - not to mention the pensions - of the UK’s workers’. At several events 
involving trade union workers and bureaucrats, the message was repeated to me over and over: 
“When the Olympics are over, the gloves will come off.” 


In other words, faced with the pressures of austerity and recession, Cameron and company are 
cooling their jets until the Olympics are over and then they will try to do their level best to 
disembowel the unions and further cut taxes for the wealthy. Why wait until after the Olympics? 
Because Cameron needs the unions cooperation to make sure that the games come off on time and 
on schedule. They need to make sure the unions don’t take strike action or join the demonstrations 
planned for July 28th, the first Saturday of the Games?. This is why they agreed to sizable bonuses 
for London’s subway workers°. Anything to make sure that the Olympics show London, and more 
critically David Cameron, in the best possible light. 


I have no doubt that all the top sports reporters will write uxoriously about London and all its 
quaint customs, and the cameras will point at only those cheering the events on, waving the Union 
Jack. But make no mistake: the Olympic Torch is not the most noteworthy thing passed from 
Greece to London. It’s the looming struggle against austerity. David Cameron might want to wait 
until after the Olympics to “take the gloves off” but he’s not the only one willing to go bare 
knuckles over the future of the UK. 


Alexander Wolff, the great journalist from Sports Illustrated is stationed in London and wrote this week, 
“Every time I come to England I’m struck by how the lowbrow mingles with the high.” But in London 
the “lowbrow” are angry and the “highbrow” are scared. They mingle only in the shared sense that a 
storm is coming to the British Isles. The summer will be filled with games. But an epic fall awaits. 
Sources: 


' www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrxlfvI170Y 

> washingtonexaminer.com/politics/washington-secrets/20 1 2/05/threat-london-olympics-shooter-realistic- 
possibility/665956 

> www.silobreaker.com/olympic-stadium-opens-doors-to-athens-homeless-5_2265454628592 156672 

4 www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2092077/London-2012-Olympics-cost-spiral-24bn--10-TIMES-higher- 
2005-estimate html 

> www.thenation.com/blog/167979/protest-coming-london-olympics 

€ sports.espn.go.com/espn/wire?section=oly &id=7983635 


7 sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/writers/alexander_wolff/05/28/london-olympics-games-postcard/index.html 


Cover photo thanks to Zoe Broughton, and the Reclaim Shakespeare Company who recently performed 

an anti British Petroleum “guerilla Shakespeare” skit for an appreciative Royal Shakespeare Company 
theatre audience. They’re online at bp-or-not-bp.org, on Facebook at ‘BP or not BP?’ and Twitter @ 
ReclaimOurBard. They invite you to watch the video of the performance (it’s fantastic!) and then keep in 
touch via Facebook and Twitter because “more performances are in the pipeline!” For more information 
about 2012 London Olympic Protests, visit www.protestlondon2012 .com, www.gamesmonitor.org .uk, or www. 
greenwashgold.org. Photo below from Pete Rockwell, Vancouver 2010 Olympic Protest. 


Dave Zirin is the author of “The John Carlos Story” (Haymarket - www.haymarketbooks.org/hc/The- 
John-Carlos-Story). Receive his column every week by emailing dave @edgeofsports.com. Contact him 
at edgeofsports@ gmail.com. This article was originally published at The Nation (www.thenation.com/ 
blog/168131/mind-gap-londons-olympic-games-are-falling-down) and is reprinted with permission. 
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Wanted: Street Soccer Champions 


by Richard Clemens 


The Victoria Street Soccer Dreams team recently returned to the island from its 
second Canadian Western Street Soccer Championships, proudly brandishing our 
1ST PLACE Trophy which you can find at Fat Daddy’s cafe/catering. Andrew 
Bissoon and family have been graciously feeding us hungry soccer players each 
week for the last two years and we were delighted to bring home the cup this year 
AND proudly show it at Fat Daddy’s Cafe/Catering. Thank-you Andrew and family 
from all of us at Victoria Street Soccer!! 


Congratulations to Will August, Shawn, Rob, Paul, Colin, myself, Ivan, A.J., Kris 
Pretula, Katie de Rosa, Lyndsy, and Ned le Beck and all the other players that are 
part of the team but who could not come to Vancouver: Hector,Terry, Jose, Louis, 
Jerimiah, Rik Sweeney, Erin Cardone & everyone else who I can’t remember. 


representing 
Vancouver, 
Victoria, 
Kelowna & 
Calgary’s 
homeless all 
fought very 
hard with 
superior 
sportsmanship 
and great team 
effort & skill 
for two days 
under the North 
Vancouver 
mountain 
sunshine (and 
Į rain). Thank 
you to all the 
T] volunteers and 
| supporters and 
players!! 
Awesome! All 
teams played very well but only two teams can compete for the trophy. This year the 
Victoria Dreams played Kelowna in the finals and what a final it was!! Both teams 
played well and it was an intense game! The Victoria Dreams pulled off the win with 
great, hard, defensive work and we managed to sneak one past the Kelowna keeper. 
The final score was 1-0 for Victoria! 


WANTED: street soccer players to represent Victoria’s and CANADA’S homeless at 
this years Homeless World Cup of Street Soccer in Mexico City. The Victoria Street 
Soccer Team practises every Sunday at 4:30 at Vic High School. Sometime between 
now and October the Canadian Coaches will come to one of our tournaments to pick 
players to represent Canada in Mexico. If you have been homeless in the last two 
years you are eligible for Mexico!! Come on out, you never know. Last year, I was 
lucky enough to join the team before the tryouts and was selected to play in Paris, 
France at the 2011 Homeless World Cup of Street Soccer! Wow! What an 
experience, 10 days of street soccer in PARIS playing teams from all over the world 
(64 countries). We played Italy, Nigeria, Palestine, Spain, Hungary, Sweden, 
Philippines, South Korea, Mexico, South Africa, Germany and Wales. A man’s team 
and a woman’s team will both hopefully be going to Mexico in October and the 
Victoria Dreams are short on women, so come on out, don’t be shy!! There’s more 
information at VictoriaStreetSoccer.ca. 


Street soccer is played on a small field and is 4 on 4 with new street soccer FIFA 
rules and everything. It’s kind of a mix of soccer and hockey, so if you are worried 
about your fitness and/or skillz, don’t, quick line changes like hockey and a small 
field make for a game 60 year olds can play so come on out eh?! Currently, Terry, is 
our oldest (over 60) and most improved player. On our womens team last year one of 
the ladies was over 60 too, so this is for everyone!! 


Victoria Street Soccer is a branch of Street Soccer Canada. Last year, Billy 
Patagonia, who played professionally and played in Mexico 86’ (the real deal!) was 
our coach. Coach Billy actually ended up broke and homeless himself after making 
millions playing professional soccer when he became addicted to cocaine and 
gambling. He ended up playing in Australia at the Homeless World Cup of Street 
Soccer for Canada and now has written a book and is the Coach for the Canada 
Street Soccer Association. You can find last year’s tournament on the internet at 
Homeless World Cup of Soccer, 2011 and this year’s events in Mexico, 2012. Check 
it out at www.homelessworldcup.org!! A ball can change the world!! 


The Mexico City 2012 Homeless World Cup tournament 
will take place at the Plaza de la Constitución, Zócalo, 
from 6-14 October 2012. 


Hi’chka’ (Coast Salish/Samish pronounced word for thank-you and/ 
or respect). My name is Richard ‘Rocket’ Clemens. I was born here 
in 73’ on unceded Lekwungen Territories. I am a member of The 
Committee to End Homelessness, the Peoples Assembly of Victoria 
(Occupy Wall Street), We Are Change Victoria, Canadian & Victoria 
Street Soccer. I am a very proud father, a member of the Downtown'’s 
Street Family and a part time cyber-activist and writer. ONE LOVE! 
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1/1 AFTER SEVEN: 


BOMBS AND LIES IN LONDON 


(First of Three Parts) 


Were the bombings on the London underground on July 7th, 
2005, really carried out by four young Muslim “suicide 
terrorists” or were they actually orchestrated by former Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and carried out by black ops commandos 
of the British army’s Force Reconnaissance Regiment to stoke 
public fear and keep the “war on terrorism” rolling along? 


That is the fascinating question explored by British 
researcher Dr. Nick Kollerstrom in his brilliant new exposé, 
Terror on the Tube, in which he peers “behind the veil of 
7/T” to try to discover the truth about who was responsible 
for the shocking events that day. 





For the past seven years we have been told repeatedly by 
the British authorities that four “homemade bombs” were 
exploded in London on 7/7 (three in underground trains and 
one in a double-decker bus) by four British-born Muslims 
(Mohammed Sidique Khan, Shehzad Tanweer, Germaine 
Lindsay and Hasib Hussein) who brought the explosives 
with them in rucksacks on the train from Luton. But 
recently, thanks to the work of Kollerstrom and other 
researchers, serious doubts have been cast on that official 
story, and many people in Britain and around the world 
have begun wondering whether something very different 
happened in London that morning. 


Indeed, in his well-documented 328-page presentation, 
Kollerstrom makes a compelling case that the four young 
Muslims were innocent patsies who had been lured into 
participating in “anti-terrorism drills” — which, by a 
remarkable “coincidence,” were being staged in London on 
the morning of 7/7 — and were set up so they could be blamed 
for the bombs which were actually planted and detonated by 
commandos of the Force Reconnaissance Regiment. 


Kollerstrom notes that by the summer of 2005 much of the 
fear and hysteria that had been whipped up by the phony 9/11 
“terrorist attacks” in the United States had dissipated in 
Britain and Tony Blair and his super-hawk cronies were 
becoming alarmed that the “war on terrorism” was losing 
momentum and peace seemed to be breaking out, so to speak. 


It became clear to Blair and his gungho-for-war inner circle, 
Kollerstrom believes, that something had to be done to 
scare the public into continuing to support the phony war on 
terrorism in general and the bogus wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq in particular — and it was decided that what had to be 
done was to stage false-flag “bomb attacks” in London and 
blame them on “Muslim terrorists.” 


Kollerstrom puts together a complex “jigsaw puzzle” 
consisting of hundreds of pieces of evidence, and one has to 
carefully examine each of these pieces before one can see 
clearly the picture that emerges from this “puzzle.” 


Unfortunately, it isn’t possible, of course, for us to look at 
all of the “pieces of the puzzle” in this article, but we will 
look at twenty of the most important points Kollerstrom 
makes: seven in this issue, seven in the August edition and 
six more in the September edition. 


¢ Contrary to the official story that just four bombs were 
exploded in London on July 7th, 2005, there is 
overwhelming evidence that at least twelve bombs were 
detonated — and possibly as many as seventeen. There 
were many more bomb blasts than could possibly have 
been produced by the four alleged suicide bombers. 


By far the most authoritative independent expert on the 
forensic evidence related to the events of 7/7 is David 
Minahan, a veteran forensic analyst who worked for many 
years as a claims investigator for a London-based insurance 
company. After carefully examining hundreds of pieces of 
evidence for more than a year, Minahan produced a 
meticulously documented dossier entitled A Forensic 
Analysis of the 7/7 London Bombings. 





In that document he concludes there is indisputable 
evidence that, in addition to the bomb that blew up a bus in 
Tavistock Square, at least eleven bombs were exploded in 
the underground, including multiple blasts near the Aldgate, 
Edgware Road and Russell Square stations. There is also 
some evidence, he says, that as many as five more bombs 
were exploded on 7/7, though that evidence is not as 


By Gordon Pollard 


clear-cut as the evidence for the other twelve. 


“Tt is obvious to anyone who studies the evidence,” 
Minahan says, “that the authorities have carried out a 
massive cover-up and campaign of disinformation about 
what happened in London on July 7th, 2005. 


Not surprisingly, Minahan’s study has been totally blacked 
out of the mainstream media, which dutifully parrot the 
government’s four-bomb story. But the report is an 
invaluable historical document and, as Kollerstrom notes, if 
any honest public inquiry is ever held into 7/7, the Minahan 
dossier would be the obvious place to begin. 


¢ The enormous explosive force produced and devastating 
damage caused by the bombs in London on 7/7 clearly 
resulted from the use of high-powered military-grade 
explosives such as C4. The explosions were many times more 
powerful than could have been caused by the “homemade 
TATP explosives” allegedly used by the four “suicide 
bombers” — and, indeed, the authorities publicly acknowl- 
edged C4 had been used for five days following 7/7 until they 
abruptly changed their story and began claiming the blasts 
had been caused by four Muslim kids with backpack bombs. 


In the days following 7/7, all of the police officials and 
forensic experts agreed the bomb blasts had involved the 
use of the high-powered military plastic explosive C4 and 
that the explosions had been detonated by remote-control. 
Indeed, the media reported traces of C4 had been found at 
all of the blast sites and that some fragments of remote- 
control timing and detonating equipment had also been 
found in the rubble. 


French anti-terrorism chief Christophe Chaboud, who came 
to London to assist with the investigation, said the evidence 
showed there was massive damage in the underground caused 
by “high-powered military-grade plastic explosives” and the 
main concern should be to find out how “terrorists” had been 
able to acquire such explosives as C4, which are very tightly 
controlled and usually available only to elite military units. 


Similar comments were made by Vincent Cannistro, former 
head of the CIA’s counter-terrorism centre, who said it was 
“highly disturbing” that pieces of “sophisticated remote- 
control detonation equipment” had been found in the debris 
at some of the blast sites along with traces of military-grade 
explosives. He and other officials called for “a Europe-wide 
investigation” to get to the bottom of the matter. 


Scotland Yard Deputy Assistant Commissioner Brian 
Paddick said: “It is clear that high explosives were used in 
the attacks and they were not home-made.” 


Suddenly, however, on July 12th it was announced out of 
the blue that “exceptional investigative work” by the 
London Metropolitan Police had uncovered “evidence” that 
the bombings had actually been carried out by four young 
Muslim “suicide bombers” using the explosive TATP, which 
they had brewed themselves in a bathtub in Leeds and 
brought into London in rucksacks on the morning of 7/7. 


At that point all of the initial reports about C4 and remote-con- 
trol detonators were, to use Kollerstrom’s words, “airbrushed 
out of history,” never to be mentioned again by the authorities. 


Everyone was now told to believe instead the Muslim-kids- 
with-TATP story — though, as we will see later, the TATP 
story would also change many times over the past seven 
years and, indeed, to this day the authorities still can’t, or 
won’t, provide a clear honest answer to the simple question 
of what explosives were used in the 7/7 bombings. 


¢ Atleast some of the bomb blasts in the underground, and 
possibly all of them, were clearly caused by explosives 
planted under the train carriages — not by explosives carried 
into the carriages in rucksacks, as officially claimed. 


Among the dozens of survivors who said there were 
explosions underneath the trains on which they were 
travelling was Ray Whitehurst, the driver of a Circle Line 
train bombed near Edgware Road Station. The front part of 
the train was thrust upward so violently, Whitehurst recalls, 
that “it was lifted right up off the rails.” 


A passenger on the Edgware train, David Gardiner, gave a 


dramatic 
account of 
being blown 
upwards and 
hitting his head 
on the roof of 
the coach. “As 
I floated 
through the 
air,” he recalls, 
“T was 
wondering if 
I'd be alive 
when I came 
down.” 


Behind the Veil of 7/7 


an Investigation 
by Nick Kollerstrom 





At the Aldgate station, survivor Mustafa Kurtuldu said the 
train he was on was also “lifted up off the rails,” and 
another passenger Bruce Lait said a huge hole was blown in 
the floor of the carriage. “The metal,” Lait said, “was 
pushed upwards as if the bomb was underneath the train. 
While the authorities say the bomb was left in a bag, I don’t 
remember anybody being where the bomb was or any bag.” 


Lait’s account is corroborated by other passengers such as 
Emma Brown and Terence Hiscock and by a police officer, 
Lizzie Kenworthy, who was one of the first rescue workers 
to enter the coach and found “a big hole in the centre of the 
floor with the metal twisted upward.” 


At the blast site near Russell Square of the 112 passengers 
who survived, not one remembered seeing alleged bomber 
Germaine Lindsay or any rucksack — but several reported 
their coach being lifted off the rails. Survivors Joe Orr and 
Gracia Homiguez gave especially vivid accounts of a huge 
blast from below ripping apart the floor of the carriage and 
blowing off the feet and legs of a number of passengers. 


Journalist Mark Honigsbaum of The Guardian stood 
outside the Edgware Road station all morning on 7/7 
speaking to survivors as they were evacuated — and he was 
told repeatedly the bombs had exploded underneath the 
trains. For example, one survivor recalled that “the tiles 
and covers on the floor of the train suddenly flew up.” 
Sadly, Honigsbaum later performed some Houdini-like 
contortions to try to reconcile his on-the-spot reporting on 
7/7 with the official bombs-inside-the-carriages story that 
the authorities started telling on July 12th — but by that time 
the truth-bearing genie was already out of the lamp! 


As for who likely planted the bombs under the trains, 
Kollerstrom and a number of other 7/7 critics believe the 
evidence clearly points to the Force Reconnaissance 
Regiment, the super-secret black ops unit which had been 
created on April 6th, 2005 — just three months before 7/7. 
“The FRR,” Kollerstrom notes, “was completely above the 
law and had a license to kill — and all its members were 
trained in sophisticated bomb-making technology.” 


Two other leading 7/7 critics, retired Australian police 
officer Andrew MacGregor and French researcher Thierry 
Meyssan, also believe the explosives were almost certainly 
planted under the trains by FRR commandos. “Realisti- 
cally,” Meyssan says, “no one else could possibly have 
acquired explosives such as C4 and then carried out such an 
operation without being detected.” 


¢ The official story that the only trains bombed in the 
London underground on 7/7 were the three on which 
alleged bombers Mohammed Sidique Khan, Shehzad 
Tanweer and Germaine Lindsay were travelling away 
from King’s Cross station was flatly contradicted by 
credible testimony from a number of passengers aboard 
trains going toward King’s Cross station who said their 
trains were also bombed. 


One of the most important witnesses in the 7/7 story was an 
Indian passenger named Kurush Anklesaria who thought he 
would be taking a routine trip on the London underground 
that morning. As it turned out, however, Anklesaria’s 
recollections about what happened that day would flatly 
contradict the government’s official version on no fewer 


than three counts. continued on page 5 ... 
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First, the Circle Line train on which Anklesaria was 
travelling and which he said was bombed was not one of 
the three trains that the authorities claim were the only ones 
bombed on 7/7. Secondly, Anklesaria says the train he was 
aboard was travelling toward King’s Cross station, not 
away from it. And thirdly, Anklesaria says the floor of the 
train he was on was ripped open by a powerful blast that 
clearly seemed to be caused by explosives underneath the 
train, not inside the carriage. 


So, if Anklesaria’s testimony is honest and accurate (and 
there is every reason to believe it is), on that basis alone the 
government’s official story about 7/7 is down the tube, if you 
will pardon the expression! It should also be noted 
Anklesaria’s testimony was corroborated by a number of 
other credible witnesses, including Eamon Spellman, Zeyned 
Basci, Mandy Yu, Aaron Roche and Grassiere Homiguez. 


Moreover, two American girls who were sight-seeing that 
morning, Katie and Emily Benton, said they were travelling 
eastwards out of Paddington and toward King’s Cross station 
when the train they were on was rocked by a huge explosion. 


And perhaps the most poignant evidence contradicting the 
official story came from a young man named James White, 
who wasn’t on the London underground that morning but 
who testified he received a phone call from his girlfriend 
Jenny Nicholson just minutes before the train on which she 
was travelling toward King’s Cross station was bombed and 
she was killed. 


e A big red flag began waving at 5:35 on the evening of 
7/7 when Prime Minister Tony Blair went on television 

-- not, as one might have expected, to reassure the British 
people that a full-scale independent inquiry would be held 
to determine who had committed these atrocities — but 
instead to declare, without offering a shred of evidence, 
that he already knew Islamic extremists were responsible 
and there was no need for any independent investigation. 


Blair’s statement, made less than eight hours after the 
bombings, was especially astounding in view of the fact 
that the London Metropolitan Police publicly acknowledged 
the following morning that it was still unclear who had 
carried out the bombings and the investigation remained 
wide open. 


As the weeks and months went by, Blair continued to 
stonewall, steadfastly refusing to hold an independent 
public inquiry even when a large group of exasperated 7/7 
survivors and relatives of those who had been killed sent an 
impassioned letter to the Home Office on May Ist, 2007, 
calling for “an independent and impartial public inquiry” 
into 7/7. Blair also brusquely rejected a motion passed on 
May 28th, 2007, by the Greater London Council calling for 
an independent inquiry. 


The official reason Blair gave was that an independent 
inquiry would be “a ludicrous waste of resources” but, as 
Kollerstrom clearly demonstrates in his book, the real 
reason was that the story Blair was telling the British people 
about 7/7 was a pack of lies from beginning to end and he 
knew it would collapse within a matter of minutes if 
subjected to critical scrutiny at an honest inquiry. 


By quickly declaring on the evening of 7/7 that the 
bombings had been carried out by “Islamic extremists,” 
Blair established the “official story” of what had happened 
and, unfortunately, from that point on hardly anyone was 
brave enough to publicly question that official version. 
Almost all of the public, the police, politicians, news media, 
academics and judiciary blindly accepted Blair’s story like 
docile, unquestioning little lambs — and everywhere that 
Tony went the lambs were sure to go! 


¢ Another huge red flag was unfurled at seven o’clock on 
the evening of 7/7 when Peter Power, president of Visor 
Consulting and a former top official of Scotland Yard, 
went on the BBC and claimed that one of history’s 
greatest “coincidences” had supposedly taken place that 
day: his company just happened to be carrying out 
anti-terrorism exercises in the London underground at the 
same time and in the same locations where the real 
“terrorist attacks” occurred. 


A visibly shaken Power said “the hairs on the back of (his) 
neck had stood up” when he learned that “by an amazing 
coincidence” there had been real “terror attacks” that 
morning at the same Aldgate, Edgware Road and Russell 
Square stations where his company had been carrying out 
simulated anti-terrorism exercises. 


Actually, of course, as Kollerstrom notes, the odds against 
such a “coincidence” happening would be more than a 
billion to one, and it is much more likely these “anti-terror 


Moreover, as those familiar with the 9/11 evidence will 
recall, by another remarkable “coincidence,” Vice-President 
Dick Cheney just happened to have arranged for “war 
games” involving planes flying into skyscrapers in New 
York City to be held on the morning of September 11th, 
2001. The odds against such “anti-terror exercises” being 
scheduled by pure coincidence for both 9/11 and 7/7 would 
be more than a trillion to one! 


As 7/7 critic Andrew MacGregor notes, these anti-terror 
drills appear to have played a key role in facilitating the 7/7 
fraud. “The evidence indicates,’ MacGregor says, “that 
Mohammed Sidique Khan and his ‘co-conspirators’ were 
among dozens of people who had been hired by Visor 
Consultants to take part in these drills — but the four young 
men had no idea they were being set up to be ‘suicide 
bombers.” Another 7/7 expert Anthony John Hill agrees 
“the four men were clearly lured into these exercises so they 
could be used as patsies in a classic ‘false-flag’ operation.” 


When Peter Power was asked who had ordered the 
counter-terrorism drills, he stonewalled for months before 
finally revealing his main client was a relatively obscure 
company called Reed Elsevier. Many are skeptical about 
that claim, however, and it remains unclear to this day who 
was really behind these anti-terrorism exercises. 


Nor is it clear why Power chose to make his startling public 
disclosure on the evening of 7/7 — but Kollerstrom and 
some others believe it was likely a case of self-preservation. 
It seems clear Power had not been told by the inner circle of 
7/7 planners exactly what was going to occur that day, so 
when he saw what happened to the four young Muslim 
patsies, Power probably felt his best defense against 
possibly suffering a similar fate was to go public about the 
anti-terror exercises. 


¢ The so-called “evidence” which the authorities 
produced to demonstrate the guilt of the four young 
Muslims accused of the bombings was flimsy at best and 
much of it was downright ridiculous. 


The alleged ring-leader of the “7/7 terrorists,’ Mohammed 
Sidique Khan, must surely have been the most unusual “sui- 
cide bomber” in history since he apparently managed to 
blow himself up in no fewer than four different locations! 


In different parts of the government’s Official Narrative of 
Events, published ten months after 7/7, we are told 
identifiable fragments of Khan’s body and pieces of his 
clothing and personal belongings were found splattered 
about at Aldgate Station, Edgware Road Station and 
Tavistock Square. And five years later, in evidence 
presented at Justice Heather Hallett’s official inquest, we 
learned this astonishingly ubiquitous “suicide bomber” must 
also have been present at Russell Square since his cellphone 
was reportedly found in the rubble at that blast site. 





Eventually the authorities officially placed the elusive Khan 
in a coach near Edgware Road Station where he supposedly 
blew himself to smithereens with a rucksack full of TATP 
explosives, though conveniently leaving behind a number 
of paper and plastic identification documents which 
survived the blast in remarkably good condition. 


Initially the police couldn’t find a single witness who had 
remembered seeing anyone resembling Khan or any rucksack 
in the coach — but, more than two months later, a passenger 
name Dan Biddle, who had been severely injured in the 
explosion and who was relentlessly questioned by police and 
repeatedly shown pictures of Khan while he recovered in 
hospital, said he “remembered” seeing Khan. This pathetic 
“witness” is the only person who claims to have seen Khan in 
the train, or anywhere else in London for that matter, on 7/7. 


Meanwhile, at the blast site at Russell Square, the official 
story was equally absurd. As we noted earlier, not a single 
one of the 112 survivors of that explosion remembered 
seeing alleged bomber Germaine Lindsay or the large 
rucksack he had supposedly been carrying. Indeed, a 
passenger named Jude Obi, who we are told was sitting 
right next to Lindsay when he allegedly blew himself up, 
astonishingly wasn’t injured at all and walked away from 
the scene. Obi not only didn’t notice Lindsay or any 
rucksack but says he didn’t even realize that a bomb had 
been exploded. “I thought at first”, Obi says, “that the train 
had been derailed.” 


The official account was similarly ridiculous in the case of the 
train bombed at Aldgate Station where passengers William 
Walsh and Greg Shannon, who were supposedly sitting right 
next to Shehzad Tanweer when he allegedly blew himself into 
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drills” were really being used as a cover to help the 
authorities carry out the 7/7 fraud. 


52 tiny pieces, sustained only minor injuries in the blast and 
neither remembered seeing Tanweer or any rucksack. 
Fortunately for the authorities, however, this remarkably 
considerate “jihadist” had brought along on his “suicide 
mission” a number of identification documents, which all 
miraculously survived the explosion in quite good condition. 


But of all the nonsense concerning magically surviving 
identification documents, the funniest — and most 
embarrassing to the authorities — occurred at the site of the 
bus bombing at Tavistock Square when police proudly 
trumpeted they had found in the rubble the driver’s license 
of alleged bomber Hasib Hussein. That “discovery” soon 
had to be “airbrushed out of history,” however, when it 
turned out Hussein didn’t have a driver’s license. While it 
still isn’t clear who planted the phony “driver’s license,” it 
obviously wasn’t Secret Agent 007. This was much more 
likely the work of Secret Agent 000! 


By this time it shouldn’t be surprising to learn that neither 
Mia Scott nor Sapna Khimani, the passengers in the seats 
next to the one in which Hasib Hussein was supposedly 
sitting, had noticed the huge teenager or the large rucksack 
he was allegedly carrying. Indeed, not a single passenger 
on the bus remembered seeing Hussein — at least not until 
five years after 7/7! In 2010 one of the bus passengers, Lisa 
French, who had been severely traumatized by the 
explosion and who had received years of psychiatric 
treatment, told police she finally “remembered” seeing 
Hussein on the bus. Pathetically, the police quickly jumped 
on her “recollection” claiming they now had a witness who 
placed Hussein at the crime scene. 


Actually the question of whether or not Hussein had been 
aboard the bus could have been answered definitively by 
viewing the videotapes from the four surveillance cameras 
on the bus — but the police said, unfortunately, those 
cameras had not been turned on that day. That claim was 
flatly contradicted by officials of Stagecoach Transport, 
which owned the bus. They said the cameras had been 
working and the tapes had been turned over to the 
Metropolitan Police. Nonetheless, the authorities continue 
to stonewall to this day, insisting no surveillance pictures 
were taken on the bus. 


We should also look at one more of the most notably 
ridiculous parts of the 7/7 farce: the story of how the four 
“suicide bombers” travelled from Luton to London that 
morning. In the government’s Official Narrative of Events, 
published on June 5th, 2006, we are told there is incontro- 
vertible evidence they took the 7:40 a.m. Thameslink train 
from Luton to King’s Cross Station. But on July 11th, 2006, 
a red—faced Home Secretary John Reid admitted in 
Parliament there hadn’t been any 7:40 a.m. train from Luton 
to King’s Cross Station on the morning of July 7th, 2005! 
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In next month’s Street Newz, when we continue our look at the 
dark and ghastly but nonetheless fascinating story of what 
really happened in London on July 7th, 2005, we will see that: 


e Key parts of the official version of 7/7, especially the story 
about the explosives, changed many times over the past seven 
years — some “evidence” magically appeared while other 
“evidence” magically disappeared. 


¢ There was a lot of hocus-pocus with surveillance pictures in London 
and Luton as some photos were “doctored” and some time-stamps 
were falsified to incriminate the four alleged suicide bombers. 


e The surveillance system on the London underground on 7/7 was 
controlled, not by British transport officials, but by Verint 
Systems, an Israeli security company headed by Dan Bodner and 
Kobi Alexander, two highly controversial former senior officers in 
the Israeli Army. 


e Israeli Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who was visiting 
London on July 7th, 2005, received advance warning of the 
bombings according to a report on Israeli Army News. 


e Overall control of the London Transport System on 7/7 was in 
the hands of Bob Kiley, a notoriously hawkish former high-level 
official in the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. 


e A mysterious shooting incident occurred at Canary Wharf in 
East London on the morning of 7/7 and it appears some of the 
alleged suicide bombers might have been executed at that time. 


e Claims by the authorities that the alleged suicide bombers left 
large amounts of explosives in a car at Luton and in a bathtub at 
Leeds are almost certainly bogus. 


Gordon Pollard, who is a native of Victoria, has a MA in History 


from Columbia University in New York City and a BA in History 


and English from the University of Victoria. After working for 10 
years as a journalist in B.C., Alberta, and Ontario, Gordon spent 
20 years teaching English and History in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka. 


A Beautiful Breath of Fresh Air 
~ the Children’s Art Exhibit ~ 


by Jennifer Hastie 





On display at the Victoria Conference Centre, where the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission hearings were held in April, 2012, was a delightful show of some 
paintings by students who attended the Alberni Indian Residential School. 


This art work was encouraged by a teacher whom I knew, Robert Aller. A local Port 
Alberni artist, Mr. Aller was hired by the school to teach weekly art classes during 
the years 1958 to 1960. He encouraged the children to explore their identities and 
their everyday world through drawing and painting. In this way, Mr. Aller’s art 
classes differed greatly from the environment in the rest of the school. 


The paintings reflect the individual children’s imaginations and knowledge about the 
rich cultural background from which they came. The children used their memories 
of cultural stories and landscapes as well as wild life. Sometimes they used abstract 
shapes. The cultural imagery is rich, in spite of the fact that the school authorities 
actively tried to stop students from knowing and thinking about their heritage. As I 
became familiar with the paintings, I wondered how Robert Aller coped with the 
difference between what the authorities instructed him to teach the children and what 
the children actually produced in his classes. 


It was delightful to view these paintings. They were done on sheets of paper around 
12 X 15 inches in size. The art appears to be done primarily at the grade 5 — 6 level. 


The children created thousands of pieces of work with Aller. He was able to preserve 
some of them, featured in this exhibit, by taking them home at end of the year and storing 
them in his own home to ensure that they would not be destroyed. In the late 1960s and 
early 1970s some of the paintings were exhibited in high profile locations such as the 
Montreal World Expo, the National Museum, and the Provincial Museum here in Victoria. 
The CBC television also featured a documentary on First Nations children’s art in 1959. 


After Robert Aller died in 2008, his family gave these paintings to the University of 
Victoria. Dr. Andrea Walsh, from the Department of Anthropology at the University 
of Victoria was responsible for ensuring that they would be displayed at the Truth 
and Reconciliation Committee hearings. 


Today the paintings are stored at the University of Victoria and are presently the 
focus of further research projects on the role of art in residential schools. 
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Books for Reading: 
PAPER SHADOWS 


by Andrew Tate 


For July I have once again chosen another book from my 
personal collection. Due to computer problems I was 
unable to submit my book review for last two months. 
Everything is fine now and I’m back on the saddle again 
as they say. Anyway my mother gave me this beautifully- 
written autobiography entitled Paper Shadows: A Memoir 
of a Past Lost and Found by Chinese-Canadian author 
Wayson Choy (1999, Picador, USA, New York, 342 pgs.). 


Three weeks before his 57th birthday in 1995, Wayson 
Choy received a surprising phone call from a mysterious 
woman during a publicity tour informing him that he had 
been adopted. Inspired by this startling revelation, Choy 
wrote this beautifully written three-part memoir chronicling 
his childhood in Vancouver’s Chinatown during WWII; 
from his birth in 1939, and ending with he and his parents 
moving from Vancouver to Ontario for six years (1950-56). Here, we see Choy growing up as the only 
child in a middle-class family. 
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His father was a head chef on the CPR steamships, working long hours and endearing the racism 
and bigotry from his white superiors; and his mother worked in a sausage factory. He writes about 
Vancouver Chinatown during WWII; the propaganda, helping his mother sell war bonds in East 
Vancouver, radio broadcasts, and, as a perfect example of the racism that the Chinese had to 
endure during the war, the fact that no Chinese, even those born in Canada like Choy, were given 
citizenship. In other words he was a Resident Alien, forbidden to vote or enter any profession 
(teaching, law, medicine and engineering). All that changed however after the war. One thing 
that really struck me in this segment of Choy’s memoir was the sacrifices and hardships that the 
Chinese husbands had to make for their families in China during the war, having to constantly be 
working in order to send money to their families, becoming in their isolation “bachelor men.” It 
must have been very lonely and frustrating for them being unable to bring their families to Canada 
because of the war. 


Later on we meet Choy’s childhood friends and neighbors, see him falling in love with cowboys, 
Superman, comics, getting a yellow lab puppy called Winky, going to Chinese Mission 
kindergarten and graduating, going to Kwomintang Chinese school and later dropping out to his 
parents dismay, his elementary and high school years at Strathcona elementary school and how 
one of his teachers discovered his talent for writing, changing houses, bullies, etc. all leading up 
to the family moving to Belleville, Ontario in 1950 for six years. 


One event which I found touching was Choy’s close relationship with his grandfather (Gung- 
Gung) and his tragic death at the age of 68 in late August, 1945. During his illness, his grandfather 
was living with Choy and his parents and became quite close to his grandson going for many walks 
with him and looking at picture books together. My own grandfather died of a stroke in his late 60s 
during the early 70s in Victoria when I was young and he and I were close as he taught me how to 
play the organ and ride a bike. Later I switched to the piano after my great-grandfather on my 
mother’s side bought me a small upright piano when I was eight and shortly after I began studying 
classical piano at the Victoria Conservatory of Music through the 70s and early 80s Sometimes I 
wish my grandfather lived much longer then I would have got to know him much better and he 
could have continued to help me with my piano studies. Anyway, folks, back to the book. 


Throughout this memoir we come across many Chinese idioms and customs shaped by history 
and complicated or tainted by the constant racism; every event in Choy’s childhood is resonant. 
For example his exposure to Chinese opera foreshadows his understanding of his ancestral past. 
Only as an adult does he realize that operas have tragic endings. As a child his mother said of the 
weeping characters, “They cry for happy. Everyone cry for happy.” Again, when the family moves 
from Vancouver to Ontario, they leave behind Choy’s beloved dog Winky. The fate of the dog is a 
chilling reminder of the many Chinese women abandoned because of the infamous head tax, 
which made it impossible for them to travel with their husbands. 


In Part Three and Four, Choy finally discovers, through one of his aunts and the mystery woman 
who told him that he was adopted in 1995 his family history going all the way back to the 1870s 
and their many struggles and sacrifices while immigrating from China to Vancouver and Victoria, 
who his real parents were and why he was adopted. Choy compares his childhood in Chinatown 
to Chinese puzzle boxes in which each sliding panel reveals a secret. He compares the weaving 
back and forth of threads to the endless knots of wind chimes. The endlessness of the knot is 
especially pertinent, for the last few pages of Paper Shadows brings no sense of a final ending. 
Rather it suggests that much still remains, waiting for a time when it too can be told. 


I found this book very touching, fascinating, educational and beautifully written. It has garnered 
positive reviews and is also short listed for the Governor General’s Literary Award and several 
other prestigious awards as well. The accompanying photographs, particularly of Chinatown and 
East Hastings in the 50s, were interesting as I have lived in that area during the late 1990s and 
early 2000s. Perhaps, without knowing it, I may have walked past the 
house that Choy grew up in the three hundred block of Keefer Street 
or the Chinese School he attended as a child if they both still exist. I 
certainly am familiar with East Hastings and the Strathcona area. 


Four copies of Paper Shadows: A Chinatown Childhood are currently 
available at the Bruce Hutchison, Central, Saanich Centennial and 
Visiting Library under Non-fiction, call number 928.154 CHO. There is 
also one talking book version available at the Visiting Library 
Non-fiction Talking Book section. The call number is the same as above. 








Until next time everyone,Andrew Tate 
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Rights Versus Reality 


Hi everyone! Someone asked me, 
“How ya doing hothead?” Well, 
thanks for asking. 


1| I’ve been busy showing the first 
chapter of Taking The Fall at AVI 
| (Aids Vancouver Island) and 
SOLID (Society of Living 
Intravenous Drug Users) peer 
groups. I was also honored to be 
invited as a peer to the SOLID 
Drug Users Convergence that 
happened this past May 30th. 


Kudos to those peers who worked hard both on a personal and political 
community building level! I saw allies work with peers in a respectful 
way, I saw folks take leadership and allies encouraging it. I saw a room 
full of peers, fifty! I witnessed allies and peers opening up and being real 
with each other. It was a great day that started with breakfast and a panel 
that helped us get a sense of what was coming in the day ahead, workshops 
led by allies and peers on decriminalization, harm reduction and the need 
for a safe consumption site, policing, prison, stigma and more! 


I was on the Policing Panel with Ashley from VIPIRG (Vancouver 
Island Public Interest Research Group) and Michelle from SOLID, it 
was an honor to share stories and ideas together. I was asked due to my 
involvement as the filmmaker for Taking The Fall. Did you know that 
75% of the Policing budget is wasted on the side affects of a drug war? 
Indeed, 75% of the police budget is spent on stalking, ticketing, and 
directing much resources to those involved in criminalized “illicit 
drugs” and cannabis! Have we as a society not learned by now how this 
is a greed system that lives off the avails of Illegal Drug Trade and 
KKKontrol of people globally? From wars in Afghanistan involving 
Opium to Columbia and cocaine, it’s not just about oil in the ground, 
it’s about what grows on top as well. Not to mention that cheap slave 
labor just waiting in desperation as they destroy whilst singing in ears 
“we are saving you.” Sounds like the dark ages or the Romans are 
coming to save us! What a tragedy. 


Its kinda scary how many folks would rather just keep going on in the 
“same old same old” way, even after California caught its first tuna with 
too much radiation. One must consider that radiation is heat and heat 
warms shit up, right? Do we have the right to ignore and act as if it’s all 
fine? Justifying this intellect with how we all “deserve a break?” If that 
is so, why is it we all don’t get one? Well, I dare say, a great big break 
is coming for us all if we do not get together as a community and take 
up the call to change. 


I learned thru witnessing and personal life experience how criminaliza- 
tion creates a health crisis for many. Fact: This dominant system has 
birthed many into suffering. The system tells us this suffering is “par for 
the course,” their course yes, not nature’s. Most Christian Religions are 
over burdened with violence and abusive power issues. Their curriculum 
teaches: suffering is women’s fault and, most importantly, “Gods” will. 


Even though nature has room for us all, this system of Oppressive Liar 
Rule has no room for us all. Therefore many “fall.” Those who fall are 
targeted, blamed and revictimised by the very system that is set up to fail 
for most and creates a greed class for a few run by a handful of “Nimrods.” 


Generational abuse and generational ignorance based upon lies, and the 
ongoing oppressive state along with ongoing criminalisation of illicit 
drugs and cannabis, generational alcoholism/addiction and the health 
issues that follow are a key role in this failed system. Harm Reduction 
Models can save us all, when you think of it and, please do. 


Great ideas are washed away and lives ruined by this greed filled violent 
system. People are generally good. We are just completely lied to and 
mislead till we have all been used up by the very system we give our 
lives to, like it or not. 


Look to Montreal when 500 thousand show up? Look what is growing! 
Look to Iceland, France, Germany, Venezuela, Argentina, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, citizens of the world exercising their “rights” and protesting. 
Some experience more violence then others. Others like in Iceland 
successfully overthrowing their liar greedy governments while France 
and Germany vote against austerity, while Quebec leadership pushes it! 


Those who try and protect land against Enbridge or salmon are targeted by 
Neo Conservative and Neo Liberal governments thru misuse of the police! 


Police best wake up cause the level ground planned for them is less pay 
and more treatment like hired security get. Armies is what you are and, 
foot soldiers is what’s coming for yas all! Sad but true. Prison Justice 
Day, August 10, potluck picnic and speakers in a park somewhere. 


Check out youtube “thaw Victoria,” Ivona Beeready on Facebook. Note: 
see Wikipedia for definition of “king nimrod” 


kym hothead is a visitor in Lkwungen Territory. Photo thanks to Kayla Pepper. 
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Poverty Statistics for BC’s Capital Region 


excerpts from a May 2012 report published by the Community Social Planning Council 


By any measure, BC has one of the highest poverty 
rates in the country. With a very high cost of living 
(particularly housing costs), far too many British 
Columbians find it impossible to make ends meet. 
The number of households facing an affordability 
challenge in the Capital Region continues to rise. 


The poverty rate in BC increased in 2009, according 
to the Statistics Canada, to 12% which leaves BC 
with the highest poverty rate in the country for the 
11th consecutive year in a row. BC also continued to 
have the highest provincial child poverty rate in 2009 
using Statistics Canada’s Low Income Cut Off 
before-tax measure at 16.4%. These findings are 
showing us the impact of the recession in BC. Most 
startling is the finding that the poverty rate for young 
children under 6 years old was higher at 20.2% than 
the overall provincial child poverty rate at 16.4% in 
2009. Sadly, BC’s under-six child poverty rate has 
been higher than the national rate since 2002. 


Based on annual estimates for census families and 
individuals (Statistics Canada, 2006), in BC’s Capital 
Region more than one out of four two-parent, 
two-children families (27.2%) earn an income that is 
less than required to sustain an adequate quality of life. 


According to a recent report released by the 
Community Social Planning Council, the working 
poor are a constant fixture in the labour market — over 
a ten year period (1996 to 2006) between 11% and 
10% of those employed in the Capital Region were 
considered low-income. This means they have an 
annual household income of less than $33,000.00. 
Clearly, this is well below the income of the living 
wage family presented here. 


The Living Wage is intended to engage the 
community to take action to reduce costs of living 
and increase incomes. The Living Wage, calculated 
and released each year by the Community Council, 
reflects the real costs of living through the hourly 
wage required to enjoy an adequate quality of life in 
our region. When we look behind the number to see 
the costs that drive that required wage up or down, we 
have an opportunity to engage our community in 
dialogue around strategies to prevent and reduce 
poverty. Our region’s affordability, especially the high 
costs of housing, childcare, and transportation, affects 
our ability to attract and retain staff and sustain a 
healthy and vibrant economy and community. 


In 2012, the wage required to maintain an adequate 
quality of life in BC’s Capital Region is calculated at 
$18.07 per hour. This calculation assumes two adults 
working 35 hours per week each while providing a 
home for two children. 
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Some Options for Action 
Decision-makers: 


* Support the development of affordable housing 
options in neighbourhoods 


* Begin to legalize secondary suites in all municipalities 
* Improve accessibility and reduce costs of child care 
* Explore solutions to reduce costs of transportation 


* Sign on to the call for a Poverty Reduction Plan 
with legislated timelines and targets - bcpovertyreduc- 
tion.ca 


* Support the implementation of Living Wage 
policies for your organization and incorporate them 
into you procurement practices. 


Employers: 


* Look at your wage scales to see how long a person 
must be employed before earning a wage required for 
an adequate quality of life. Consider how you can 
improve that over the next year, 2 years and 5 years 


* Besides pay increases look for other ways to 
improve the quality of life of your lowest wage 
earners such as flexible work hours, bus passes, on 
the job training 


* Learn more about your staff’s housing and child 
care challenges and solutions 


* Demand the same integrity you aspire to from your 
suppliers and colleagues. Look beyond the lowest 
financial offer and consider how the firms you deal 
with treat their employees when awarding contracts 


* Consider ways you and your business partners and 
employees can take action to reduce costs of living 
related to child care, housing, food and transportation 


Consumers: 


* Speak out in support of the development of 
affordable housing options in your neighbourhoods 


* Consider your wage rates when hiring people for 
work around your home 


* Consider ways you, your family and friends can 
take action to reduce costs of living related to child 
care, housing, food and transportation 


Everyone: 


* Endorse the Capital Region Community Action 
Plan on Poverty and pledge one “action” you will 
take this year to help reduce or prevent poverty 

- www.CAPonPoverty.ca. 


For more information, visit: www.communitycouncil .ca/ 
pdf/2012_Living_Wage_Victoria_Supplement pdf 
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prophet of the leisure class 


i remember him 

head of the court in that hovel 
he ruled like a hermit King 
gone social, drowning out 

the din of visitors with 

tobacco smoke and thimbles of whisky. 
dead flies, roaches 

cigarette butts and bottles 
hiccuped in amazing mounds 
that grew larger and more impressive 
with the passing 

of the endless nights. 

one ill morning i awoke 

and under the madding glare 
of the ugly sun 

i saw our King was gone. 

like the Magi 

or the last hard saints 

he had vanished 

into a peripheral history. 

all fell apart in his absence 

like a ribless house 

and i was off to wander. 

heavy soap i’ve tried 

to wash his influence away, but 
i can still detect his reek 

on my finger’s ends 

and in the seams 

of my worn denim. 


j. fisher 


Somethi 


No Tanks 


says our elected city 
officials have no right to 


our wealth depends on 
Province newspaper does 


of our cities is the people 
who live here. 


As Canadians we have the 


others threaten our way of 
life with unnecessary and 


No more pipelines in BC 


Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo 


Game Transference 


life the dealer hands out cards foul & fair 
cards: blankly, with air of cunning ease, 
we. the players, make of our chances 
what we will or wont. we be players, 

yet the magnitude of try is open to us all 
Pawn, or Queen, King or Knight, 

call then fate not cruel, but 

almost turquoise just. 


john alan douglas 


toronto kanada 1981 


The Girl on the Haywagon 


The girl on the haywagon 

Had never heard of Freud 

Nor studied Aristotle 

Knew nothing of Michelangelo 
or L.V. Beethoven 


And was completely unaware of the 


existence 

of Shakespearean theatre 

But she laughed real laughter 
And spoke such rural eloquence 
That none of my professors 
Would have ever comprehended 


R. “Stanley” Sapsford 





7th Annual Anarchist Bookfair 


September 8th & 9th 
Fernwood NRG Community Hall 
1240 Gladstone Avenue 
Lekwungen Territory 


The bookfair is for anarchists and 


One Vancouver newspaper 


ban tarsands traffic through 
the lower mainland because 


resource extraction. While 
the wealth of the Vancouver 


indeed depend on resource 
extraction, the true wealth 


right and duty to object when 


polluting carbon production. 


and no tankers on our coast. 


gS 


The Mass Incarceration Agenda is ... 


* Federal Legislation including the “Omnibus Crime Bill” and “Truth in Sentencing 
Act” and changes to immigration law will put more poor people, Native people, youth, 
people who use illicit drugs and immigrants and refugees in prison. 


* A massive boom in prison construction at both Provincial and Federal levels, 
including a huge shift towards prison privatization. 


* Police practices of ‘mining’ poor neighbourhoods for crime, criminalizing poor 
people’s survival activities, arresting people for being involved in drugs to which they 
are addicted, systematic surveillance and harassment of a small geographical area. 


Prison Building in Canada 
* The largest expansion of prison building ‘since the 1930s’ 


* 9,000 spots: 
about 2,000 in 
federal system 
and about 
7,000 
provincially 
with more that 
60 sites under 
construction 
in every 
province and 
territory (for a 
comprehen- 
sive list see 

- tinyurl. 
com/6v426uv) 


* Billions of 
dollars in 
capital costs 
and rapidly 
rising 
operating 
costs 

* Cost of 
Incarceration 
is about 
$57,000 / year in a Provincial Facility and about $88,000 in a Federal Facility 





Privatization and Profiteering 


* “Private-Public-Partnerships” to design/build and operate prisons in B.C. and 
Ontario 


* New Surrey Remand Centre contract awarded to Brookfield Int. (thieverycorp. 
wordpress.com) and a new 350 cell facility being built on land owned by the Osoyoos 
Indian Band in the Okanagan 


* Toronto South Detention Centre is a $1 billion P3 for a 1,650 ‘bed’ facility designed 
built and operated by EllisDon 


* Prison profiteers will make a “per person, per day” profit from escalating incarcera- 
tion of the poor as well as lucrative construction, maintenance and servicing contracts 


How the Prisons and Jails are filled... 


* 21% of charges in Adult court are for “administration of justice” charges, such as 
“failure to appear,” “breach of an undertaking” and parole violations - these charges 
result in a high proportion of custodial (jail) sentences 


* Another 23% are for property crimes, a predictable outcome of poverty, inequality 
and addiction 

* 7% are for drug charges; however this understates the importance of the ‘drug war’ 
as a mechanism for mass incarceration of poor people and native people because many 
people end up in prison on an ‘administration of justice’ charge that originates from a 
drug charge 

Who’s Inside... 


* More people: incarceration rates are rising with more than 250,000 people 
incarcerated at some point in 2008/9 









non-anarchists, with participants from all 
over North America and beyond. The 
bookfair always includes workshops on a 
wide range of topics, seeking to challenge 
colonial attitudes, introduce anarchism to 
the public, foster dialogue between various 
political traditions, and create radical, 
inclusive, anti-oppressive spaces. 


* Poor People: According to Conservative Senator Hugh Segal people living below the 
poverty line make up less than 10% of the general population but close to 100% of 
incarcerated people 


* Native People: are about 4% of the population but at least 20% of incarcerated 
people; 41% of Native people in prison are under 25 years old 


* People of Colour: 2.5% of people in Canada are Black/ African-Canadian but 9.12% 
of people in prison self-identify as Black 
If you have an idea for a workshop, 
consult the Statement of Principles at 
victoriaanarchistbookfair.ca and apply 
before July 12th. 


* People who use drugs: 4 out of 5 incarcerated people are identified as having 
“serious substance abuse problems” 


“These prisons are not going to make our communities safer,” said VANDU community 
organizer Aiyanas Ormond. “We need homes not jails. We need education not 
incarceration. We need pensions not prisons.” 


image from radicalgraphics.org 


Brewing. 


The Victoria Street Newz will again welcome anarchist 
themed submissions for the September issue. Please send 


articles, poetry, photos by August 3rd Data compiled by Aiyanas Ormond. For more information visit peopleshealthradio.wordpress.com. 
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